The paper considers the effects of Roma education in Medjimurje County. Although the positive effects are present in many different aspects related to education of Roma, among the most important is the change in Roma attitude toward their own education. The comprehension of importance of Roma children's education and intention to base their future material incomes on the work and competences acquired by education is an important step in developing a collective consciousness of the Roma community of importance of the education and a great step towards more efficient integration.
INTRODUCTION
Croatian Roma community is constituted of different ethnical groups. In northern part of Croatia, in Medjimurje County, dominant group is the one who speak Ljimba d' bjash. This is an old Romanian dialect that Roma people have taken during their stay in the area of today's Romania (Novak Milić, 2007; Olujić and Radosavljević, 2007) . They have immigrated to Croatia during last decades of nineteenth century. They declare themselves as members of Bayash Roma ethnic group according to language they speak.
12
th International Scientific Conference "Mate Demarin Day's"; 14 -15 april 2011.
The existing Croatian education system is not adapted to the requirements and specificities of the Roma ethnic community. It is necessary to develop and implement an education model that would be tailored to the needs, capabilities and requirements of the Roma minority, taking into account any special features such as language, tradition and specific system of values. Possible model for the conceptualization of education of Roma in Croatia, which takes into account all the particularities of the Roma and the current educational system is proposed by Hrvatić (2000) . He also suggests that "because there are no any specific curriculum and school forms within the regular school system (specific curricula, courses, textbooks, teaching in the Romani language ...) for Roma minority, as this is partly organized for other national minorities, the process of conceptualization has to be necessarily implemented on gradual, measured, precise and time-dimensioned way, based on scientific facts, therefore pedagogically competent" (Hrvatić, 2000, 269) . Given that "education is the fundamental source of all Roma social, cultural and economic adversity and the basis of a specific, identifiable marginal position of Roma" (Štambuk, 2000a, 205) , there is a need to introduce a special model of education with the ultimate goal of successful integration of the Roma ethnic minority in the Croatian society. Until now, there has not been made any steps in the implementation of the proposed models of schooling of Roma.
Given that education is very important, but not the only problem with the Roma ethnic minority, when developing models, various procedures and actions aimed at the successful integration of the Roma minority in the Croatian society, there is a need for a comprehensive, holistic approach (Posavec, 2000) on the interdisciplinary level to cover all aspects and problems of their integration. It is also necessary to take into account the different value system of Roma culture because, as Sibley points, Roma are often "viewed negatively because they do not correspond to notions of social and spatial order which prevail in the larger society" (Sibley, 1992, 110 2009), the school is the only meeting point with the majority culture and it offers the possibility of integrative relations. It is likely that for a certain number of students the school presents the only place of safety, protection, and for some individuals possibly the only place where they can get a warm meal. Anyway, the school offers to Roma students a variety of reasons which influenced the presented distribution of responses.
The question Is it important to go to school was affirmatively answered by 100% of students (Fig. 2) . This distribution of responses indicates that in principle all Roma children are aware of the importance of education. The impact of the existing education system is manifested in the development of awareness of the importance of education.
Is it important to go to school? fact they love to go to school and generally know that it is important to go to school, a large proportion of students obviously do not see the appropriateness of their own schooling.
The problem of more quality education and successful integration of the Roma minority in the Croatian society is connected to the fact that many Roma children are included in the education system solely because of legal obligatoriness. The lack of empirical correlation between higher levels of education and a higher quality of life is a huge obstacle to education itself, and the total integration of Roma. Although the current educational system in their domain has made a lot in terms of developing a collective awareness of the importance of Roma education, the other social institutions also need to put the theoretical understanding of the importance of education into practice. In other words, it is necessary to enable the Roma who have attained a certain level of education and have acquired a certain competence to find an adequately paid employment.
Would you go to school if it was not required? evident from the responses on the last homework which was not made by 18.3% of students (Fig. 4) . In a situation where many students do not see the appropriateness of their own education, it is actually encouraging that the very high percentage of Roma students (81.7%) made their last homework. This finding is even more significant when one takes into account the responses to the question What do you find difficult at school (Fig. 5) .
Have you written your last homework? education in their native language, classes for Roma pupils will be conducted in the language of the majority, Croatian. The reason for this lies in the fact that the Roma community in
Croatia is composed of different ethnic groups that speak different languages. Another problem is that Bayash language spoken by Roma in Medjimurje is not standardized, and it is only a colloquial language. Another problem is that currently there is only one member of a group of Bayash Roma from Medjimurje who has higher education and is trained for educational work.
What do you find difficult at school? Learning is an important element for human happiness and satisfaction. Of all students surveyed, 87.5% of them responded that after they finish their education, they will have a better life (Fig. 6 ). "Better" stands for a higher standard of living, which should reduce the gap between the lifestyle of the Roma ethnic minority and the majority of the Croatian population. Figure 8 shows the answers to the question "What will be your source of income after finishing your education?" Students are aware that the money is the basic means necessary for life and that they can earn it with their own work. Even 82.7% of Roma pupils believed that in the future their own earnings will be sufficient for their life. This is a very important result on which we should base the development of measures for integrating the Roma. Change in the income structure of the Roma community is one of the main tasks that must be fulfilled for the purpose of equal Roma inclusion in the socio-economic life of the majority society. The expectation of a large number of Roma students who will base future incomes on their own work is an important educational attainment of the educational system. Certain number of students experienced that there are other ways that are very popular in the Roma communitythe use of social assistance. Answers of seven students (6.6%) that they will live on social assistance, tell us that they have no confidence in the possibility of employment. It is expected that social support as a source of income to come into force only after the impossibility of employment, but such responses, however suggest indifference toward work. That means that they do not see the benefits education. The answer "I do not know" for which 8.6% of the students decided is more acceptable. response of two students. In fact, most of the Roma in Medjimurje make extra income in the gray economy working for local agricultural producers, as well as the collection of secondary raw materials. The students realized that these are also the ways in which they can earn money in such environments. The role of parents in the process of developing working habits, especially among school children, is to learn and encourage their children to develop these habits. The sooner the children adopt the working habits, it is more likely to keep them and develop later in life.
The student is undertaking the process of education, and teacher's partner in common work Although homework is an important component in the process of teaching and learning, the students find it very unpopular. Learners should be left to the responsibility for their homework because they have to understand that it is their job and one of their priorities.
Parents should provide an environment that will benefit the homework writing, and that in doing it, parents should not be too involved in the work itself, because the more responsibility they take, the less responsibility will be taken by the students. However, many of Roma pupils, except that they do not have ensured employment, most of them do not know how to solve their homework independently. Even 53.8% of students stated that no one helps them with homework, while only 28.8% responded that their brothers help them, and only 17.3%
get the help of the parents. It is expected that mostly their brothers will help them because these contents "closer" to them than to their parents. However, in elementary schools in Medjimurje attended by Roma there are Roma assistants. Roma assistant is a member of the Roma population with at least high school education whose job description is somewhat comparable to the teaching assistants. One of the conditions is that they know Bayash th International Scientific Conference "Mate Demarin Day's"; 14 -15 april 2011.
language spoken by the Roma population in Medjimurje. Roma assistant usually serves as an interpreter because parents and children communicate in their own language, which the teacher does not understand. But except for an interpreter, they serve as a link between home and school and also help the students with homework. The fact that most of students do not get help with their homework is upsetting because it does not mean that they write it independently, but have no one to ask for help.
Who helps you in learning and homework? be created a diverse and stimulating environment for the child's optimal physical and psychomotor development, because such environment provide challenges for the child and raises standards of their performance. For these students, school has to become a place that they will recognize as a warm and safe environment with long-term aim of raising the quality of their lives. The results point to significant progress in understanding the importance of education for Roma children. Although a certain part of Roma pupils in principle accept the thesis of the importance of education as a prerequisite for future quality of life, the importance of educational attainment does not lose its importance. Moreover, the educational system as such is not able to provide practical confirmation of the importance of education. With the aim of successful integration of the Roma community in the predominantly Croatian society it is essential that, the integration process started through the primary school system, will be continued timely by the involvement of other institutions that need to help the Roma community in Medjimurje to receive the higher number of individuals who will confirm that education actually contributes to the quality life.
